Check your essay against the workshop rubric and review the comments from your workshop partner.  For your reference, here is the checklist:
1. Personal Narrative:  Is the writer’s experience the focus of the essay?
2. Personal Narrative:  Is the essay a story?

3. Are there specific examples (examples that consist of singular events)?

4. Does the story seem complete?
5. Expansion:  Do you have suggestions for parts of the essay to expand?

6. Chronological Order:  Is the essay organized in chronological order?  Double-check that the introduction is organized in chronological order.
7. Paragraph Breaks:  Are there paragraph breaks whenever there is a major turning point?
8. Topic Sentences: Are there topic sentences that briefly describe the content of each paragraph?  Do the paragraphs stay on topic?

9. Paragraph Length:  Are any paragraphs unusually short or unusually long?  Typical paragraphs should be between 1/3 and 1/2 page long.
10. Transitions: Are there transitions that establish connections between paragraphs?  Are there references to time, location, or character in each transition?
Double-check your organization.  The essay should stay in chronological order, there should be paragraph breaks when there is a turning point, each paragraph should have a topic sentence, and paragraphs should stay on topic.

The introduction should introduce you, establish the setting for the beginning of the story, and hint at the problem.  Delete sentences and phrases that do not establish the setting and that do not introduce the relationship between you and the problem.  In other words, your introduction should provide orientation and framing.
If there are points that are broader than the story then they should appear only in the conclusion.  The conclusion should lead to either the present or the future.  Remember that conclusions are not summaries, that conclusions should give a sense of completeness to your story, and that conclusions should be thoughtful.
Proofread.  It will be helpful if you can let someone else read your essay before I do.

Print out your essay.  Staple the workshop checklist or the draft that you workshopped behind your final draft.
